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Inside this issue: 

Money Prices & Fiscal Policy 
were prepared. Briefs on (i) 
Analysis of Regional Prices 
of Critical Consumer items 
for the ECC and Cabinet 
meetings (ii) Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) 
meeting on Report of Fiscal 
SROs for Deputy Chairman 

Planning Commission and 
Secretary P&D Division and 
(iii) public debt were pre-
pared. Moreover, informa-
tion on regional prices was 
compiled.  

Monthly update on in-
flation for the period July-
February 2012-13, monthly 
update on monetary devel-
opments during 1st July 
2012 to 1st March 2013 
and Stock Market Develop-
ment for February 2013 

Macroeconomic 
signing of MoU with DFID. 
P&D Division was repre-
sented by its Macroeco-
nomics Section. All the 
stakeholders highlighted 
importance of the projects 
and gave their consent for 
signing the MoU. 

Slow progress of the 
project “Integrated Devel-
opment of Districts 
Shangla and Kohistan with 

Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) Assistance of US $ 
93 million” was discussed 
in a meeting held in Eco-
nomic Affairs Division. 
Macroeconomics Section 
of P&D Division took nec-
essary action in the matter 
after conducting detailed 
discussions with EAD, 
ERRA and IDB.  

Economic Affairs Divi-
sion arranged a meeting on 
4th March, 2013 under the 
chairmanship of their Addi-
tional Secretary to discuss 
the Department for Interna-
tional Development (DFID) 
Financial Support to Pun-
jab and KPK for health and 
education sectors. The 
Division sought concur-
rence of P&D Division for 

International Trade & Finance 
February, 2013 remained 
at Rs. 97.97/$ against Rs. 
90.13/$ in February 2012 
showing a depreciation of 
8 %. 

Activities relating to 
preparation of brief on Pak-
China relationship, brief on 
budget speech 2013-14, 
composition of thematic 
group for preparation of 
the Pakistan Millennium 

Development Goals Report 
(PMDGR) 2013, 23rd Re-
gional Planning Council 
(RPC) meeting scheduled 
in May 2013 in Iran and 
MoU between Pakistan and 
Turkey to enhance coop-
eration based on mutual 
interests, were carried out.  

Information regarding 
external sector of the econ-
omy was updated. Accord-
ing to data released by 
PBS, exports increased by 
5 % and stood at $ 15,884 
million during July-
February, 2013. In the 
same period, imports de-
clined by 2.41 % and stood 
at $ 29,069 million. Aver-
age exchange rate in the 

Employment & Research 
reference to main issues 
to be addressed under 
New Growth Framework 
for youth and community 
engagement 

Qualitative analysis and 

updated data for Eco-
nomic Survey 2012-13  

Briefs/material on the 
following items were pre-
pared: 
Medium and long term 

planning on Chinese aid 
to Pakistan with special 
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Planning Commission 
organized a conference of 
United Nations/Pakistan 
International Workshop on 
Integrated Use of Space 
Technologies for Food and 
Water Security, in coopera-
tion with the Inter-Islamic 
Network on Space Sci-
ences and Technology 
(ISNET) and hosted by the 
Pakistan Space and Upper 
Atmosphere Research 
Commission (SUPARCO). 
Member (F&A) Planning 
Commission delivered a 
keynote address at inaugu-
ral session of the confer-
ence. 

A consultative work-
shop on National Food and 
Nutrition Security Policy 
was jointly organized by the 
federal Ministry of National 
Food Security & Research 
(NFS&R), Government of 
the Punjab, Four Brothers 
Group, Seed Association of 
Pakistan, Kanzo Quality 
Seed, WFP and FAO at La-
hore on 29th March 2013. 
Member (F&A) Planning 
Commission chaired the 
session at workshop. 

Meetings were organ-
ized with concerned stake-
holders to discuss the is-
sues of projects 

“Introduction and Mass 
Scale Propagation of Bam-
boo as a High Value Crop 
for the Riverine Belt of 
Southern Punjab” and 
“Establishment of Horticul-
ture Research Institute in 
Riverine Area of Muzaffar-
garh, Punjab”. 

Representative of P&D 
Division visited D.I. Khan 
and surrounding areas in 
last week of March 2013 
to assess the need for 
strengthening Arid Zone 
Research Institute under 
PARC.  

Food & Agriculture 

I&C Section partici-
pated in the meetings ar-
ranged for the projects 
“Faisalabad Garment City” 
and “Leather Craft Devel-
opment Company Multan” 
to discuss relevant issues 
of projects. 

Comments on PC-I of 
the projects “Establish-
ment of Red Chilies Proc-
essing Centre, Sindh” and 
“Expansion of USC through 
Establishment of 30 Ware-
houses and 2000 New 
Stores throughout Country” 

were consolidated. Further 
concept clearance pro-
posal of Islamic Develop-
ment Bank’s assistance for 
government of the Punjab 
interest free self employ-
ment scheme, was pre-
pared.  

Industries & Commerce 

Total nutrient offtake 
during February 2013 was 
about 229 thousand ton-
nes compared to 93 thou-
sand tonnes of February 
2012, showing an increase 
of 147 percent. Among 
nutrients, offtake of all 
major nutrients including 
nitrogen, phosphate and 
potash offtake increased 

by 162.3, 45.8 and 67.7 
percent respectively. 

Urea offtake during 
February 2013 was 419 
thousand tonnes, which 
increased by 162 percent, 
over February 2012 (160 
thousand tonnes). DAP 
offtake was 23 thousand 
tonnes, which registered 
an increase of 99.8 per-

cent as compared with 
February 2012 (12 thou-
sand tonnes). This high 
increase in Urea and DAP 
offtake during the month 
as compared to the same 
period of previous year in 
actual term is not reflecting 
the factual position as it 
was abnormally low in Feb-
ruary 2012.  

National Fertilizer Development Centre (NFDC) 

Nutrition Section of 
P&D Division organized a 
workshop on “Quality As-
surance and Quality Con-
trol” for Universal Salt Iodi-
zation (USI). In addition, 

National Review and Plan-
ning meeting on USI was 
also organized during the 
month. 

Regional Director of 
Micronutrient Initiative 

(MI), Ms. Melanie visited 
Planning Commission on 
12th March, 2013 for col-
laboration on Fortification 
Program.  

Nutrition 
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The Institute organized 
a training course on 
“Managing Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) Projects” 
which was held from 5th to 
7th March, 2013. The ob-
jectives of this short course 
were to introduce the con-
cepts of project manage-
ment life cycle, Public Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) con-

cepts, policies and strate-
gies to provide the partici-
pants with various ap-
proaches, methods and 
techniques in the develop-
ment of PPP projects. It 
was also aimed to pro-
vide skills in developing 
Public Private Partnership 
monitoring and evaluation 
tools, various monitoring 

and evaluation techniques 
and demonstrate compe-
tence in selecting the best 
technique for monitoring 
and evaluating different 
types of Public Private Part-
nership projects.  

Pakistan Planning and Management Institute (PPMI) 

Concept clearance pro-
posal of the project 
“Establishment of Lahore 
High Court Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution (ADR) Cen-
tre” was examined. Pro-
posal for Pak-German bilat-
eral negotiations 2013 for 
development assistance 
was also processed. To 
review performance of ca-
pacity building projects of 

P&D Division, briefings of 
project directors to Secre-
tary P&D Division were ar-
ranged. Moreover, briefs 
on United Nations draft 
Declaration on the Right to 
Peace and Access to Jus-
tice Programme were pre-
pared. 

Four (4) nominations 
for local and twenty (20) 
for foreign trainings/

workshops/conferences 
were processed out of 
which all local and ten (10) 
foreign nominations were 
finalized.  

Concept clearance pro-
posals of following projects 
were considered to control 
the energy crisis in the coun-
try:  
 Installation of New Coal 

Fired Power Plants of 
2x660 MW Capacities at 
Jamshoro 

Conversion of Furnace Oil/
Gas Boilers (Units 1-6 of 
1350 MW), Thermal Power 
Station Muzaffarghar to 
Coal 

Conversion of Furnace Oil/
Gas Boilers (Units 1&2 of 
450 MW), Thermal Power 
Station Jamshoro to Coal 

Summaries of the follow-
ing power sector projects 
were forwarded to Cabinet 
Division for consideration/
approval by the ECNEC: 
 Construction of 132 KV 

New Substation and Asso-

ciated Transmission Line, 
Extension and Conversion 
Sub-project (Power Distri-
bution Enhancement In-
vestment Program 
(Tranche-3), HESCO Hy-
derabad 

 Construction of 132 KV 
New Substations, and 
Associated Transmission 
Line, Extension and Aug-
mentation Sub-projects 
(Power Distribution En-
hancement Investment 
Program Tranche-3) 

 Construction of 132 KV 
New Substations, Conver-
sion of 66 KV to 132 KV 
Sub-station and Associ-
ated Transmission Line, 
Extension and Augmenta-
tion Sub-projects (Power 
Distribution Enhancement 
Investment Program 
Tranche-3) 

 Rehabilitation of Ther-
mal Power Station Jam-
shoro 

 Detail Design and Con-
struction of Matiltan 
HPP (84 MW) District 
Swat, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (PC-I) 

 Acquisition of Land, 
Development of Some 
Basic Facilities and 
Detailed Studies of 
Nuclear Power Plant 
Project site, Muzzafar-
garh (Phase-I)  

Energy Wing 

Governance 
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Projects Wing 

Meetings 
Member (I&M) Planning 

Commission reviewed de-
velopment projects being 
implemented under the 
DERA Bugti and Kohlu De-
velopment packages in a 
briefing arranged by DG 
(Other Sector) on 11-03-
2013. Member (I&M) rec-
ommended various options 
in order to complete the 
projects within approved 
scope and time. 

As directed by the 
Chairman CDWP, Member 
(I&M) chaired a meeting to 
rationalize cost of the fol-
lowing projects: 
 Integrated Border Man-

agement System (IBMS)-
Revised 

Establishment of COM-
SATS Institute of Informa-
tion Technology, Gujar 
Khan 

Cost of the project 
“Computerization of Cen-
tral Directorate of National 
Saving (CDNS)” was ration-

alized by a committee 
headed by Member (I&M) 
with Additional Secretary, 
P&D Division as member 
as directed by the CDWP. 

A meeting under the 
chairmanship of Member 
(I&M) was arranged with 
the stakeholders to review 
the implementation status 
of “Faisalabad Garment 
City Project”. It was de-
cided that the executing 
agency may close the pro-
ject, prepare PC-IV and 
submit the same to Plan-
ning Commission at the 
earliest. 

Visits 
A monitoring team un-

der the chairmanship of 
DG (SS) visited HRD Divi-
sion of HEC and reviewed 
the projects of HRD. Major 
issues regarding HRD pro-
jects implementation were 
discussed. HEC was ad-
vised to prepare a com-
plete road map for ad-
dressing various issues 
highlighted. 

Monitoring team 
headed by DG (SS) visited 
the University of Education 
Lahore and held a meeting 
with Vice Chancellor of the 
University. Progress of the 
projects being imple-
mented by the University 
were reviewed.  

Evaluation 
DG (Evaluation) Pro-

jects Wing gave a presenta-
tion on the Evaluation Re-
port of PNRA Project 
“School for Nuclear and 
Radiation Safety (SNRS)” 
to Member (I&M) Planning 
Commission on 22-03-
2013. The representatives 
of PNRA were also present 
in the meeting. 

Management Information 
System (MIS) 

A training session was 
conducted by DG (MIS) for 
National Heritage & Inte-
gration Division for orienta-
tion on Project Monitoring 
& Evaluation System 
(PMES) during the month.  
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Projects Wing 
Monitoring  

Projects Wing moni-
tored 35 development pro-
jects during the month. 

We are on the 
Web 

www.pc.gov.pk 

Planning Commission 
 

P-BLOCK, PAK SECRETARIAT, 
ISLAMABAD. 

Administration 
Mr. Rizwan Bashir 

Khan, Joint Secretary was 
posted as JS/DG 
(Infrastructure), Projects 
Wing of P&D Division on 
22-03-2013. He will also 
look after work of the post 
of Joint Chief Economist 
(Operations) until posting 
of a regular incumbent. 

Dr. Muhammad Khur-
shid, a BS-20 officer of the 
Secretariat Group, joined 
P&D Division as Joint Sec-
retary on 15-03-2013. 

On recommendation of 
the Central Selection Board 

following officers were pro-
moted to grade 20 and 
posted in different Sec-
tions of P&D Division: 
Officer Section 
Mr. Shamim Wazir Nil 
Mr. M. Aslam Shaheen  Nutrition 
Mr. Abdur Rahman S&T 
Dr. Aamer Irshad Food & Agri. 

Mr. Zohair Fazil joined 
Transport & Communica-
tion Section, P&D Division 
on 12-03-2013 as Deputy 
Chief (BS-19) upon his se-
lection by the Federal Pub-
lic Service Commission. 

Mr. Eric Paul, Assistant 
Chief (BS-18) of the Econo-

mist Group, relinquished 
the charge of his post on 
11-03-2013 upon his ap-
pointment as Deputy Direc-
tor in NAB. 




